
25 colourful days of music, 
food and dance celebrating 
world  culture and cuisine.
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Opening Ceremonies
Saturday, May 4 • 11am | The Flag Poles at City Hall 
50 Church Street, St. Catharines

Join us at City Hall in downtown St. Catharines when we all arrive in 
cultural dress to raise the Niagara Folk Arts Festival flag, kicking off the 
Festival in style! After, join in our procession, following us back to The 
Robby heritage hall at 85 Church Street where all festival activities await.

Ambassador Ball
Thursday, May 2 • 6pm | Armenian Community Centre 
156 Martindale Road, St. Catharines

The 2019 Cultural Ambassadors are formally presented, along with 
cultural performances, this year held at the Armenian Community 
Centre on Martindale Drive, St. Catharines. Tickets are $45 and will 
be for sale through our great community partner the FirstOntario 
Performing Arts Centre Box Office on-line or in person.

Visit folk-arts.ca/festival or the Performing Arts Centre website 
at firstontariopac.ca for more details.
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THE LANGUAGE OF BASKETBALL 
With an estimated 850 million fans worldwide, basketball certainly 
is a universal language. Come test your long range shooting with a 
3 point competition. All are welcome to try their luck from a distance.

THERE’S A BATTLE BREWING… 
The Niagara School of Arms returns in 2019 with a fencing tournament 
to display the skills of the Scottish Broadsword and Italian Longsword. 
Their basic on-site workshop will introduce those brave enough, 
the basic footwork, guards and strikes. Let’s hope there isn’t a battle 
between the School of Arms and any of the Star Wars cosplay characters 
paying us a visit on May the Fourth! Or maybe you do hope for it?

Brennan Faucher is the founder of the Niagara School of Arms, and the 
Longsword instructor. He works with medieval Italian sources to bring 
back the two-handed sword as a modern sport and martial art. 

Adam Myrie is a council member of the Historic African Martial Arts 
Association and studies Modern Tahtib, Mahtreg and other living martial 
traditions. Seeking to revive the martial arts from Africa with written 
accounts as well as the living arts. 

Abu-Isa Webb is the Scottish Broadsword instructor at the Niagara 
School of Arms. Using later period manuals on fencing from Scotland 
and the wider United Kingdom.

COMMUNITY ART PROJECT - THE TEXTILE MOSAIC 
Tell a story with paper and scissors! In this free-form activity, you can 
create a one-of-a-kind collage that speaks uniquely of you.

Choose from a variety of base papers provided by local artist Azra Momin, 
and then build your collage with a choice of different elements provided 
including images of birds and flowers, music sheets, lace, buttons and fabric. 
Colour the images, or leave them as line drawings. Finish up with a motivational 
phrase or a word of intention that speaks to you, from pre-made quotes 
provided. The finished piece will be something only you could have made!

12 of the pieces will be selected by a jury to be framed and displayed at 
various venues around the city. All participants will eventually receive their 
piece to take home.

Azra Momin is an expressive arts facilitator from Niagara who offers 
workshops in a multitude of mediums as a means of open-ended, 
therapeutic expression. She illustrates childrens’ books and makes 
textile art, bags and jewelry from reclaimed fabrics. Her guiding belief 
is that art lives in all of us, and it can connect us in profound ways. 
Find her work on Instagram @azramomin.

Festival Kick-Off
Saturday, May 4 • 11am-6pm | The Robby (Robertson Hall) 
85 Church Street, St. Catharines

We welcome you to Canada’s longest continually running heritage 
festival, a celebration of world culture and transcend cultural 
barriers through art, music, sport and food. The One World Stage 
artist presentations of music and dance are happening at The Robby 
(Robertson Hall), but there is so much more to explore:

TALK TO A TRAVEL EXPERT 
If travel plans are in your future why not have a chat with some of 
the locals, right here. Popular world destinations will be featured by 
video (Mexico, Cuba, Thailand, China, Turkey, and Philippines) then 
followed by a chat with a Newcomer. Find out THE best places for foods, 
entertainment and cultural attractions, tour destinations and shopping 
areas, from those with the best knowledge-the locals.

THE LANGUAGE VILLAGE 
Here’s your chance to impress at your next Staff Meeting. Learn a few 
sentences of various languages in Spanish, Mandarin, Arabic and Italian 
at the Language Village. Show off your new skills at the water cooler or 
while on vacation.

WHAT’S YOUR CULTURAL IQ? 
Test yourself by working your way through a variety of objects and quiz 
questions with a cultural twist. Familiar objects and trivia familiar to 
New Canadians will test your cultural knowledge. Have friends join in 
and make it a real competition.

THE CULTURAL FASHION SHOW 
The Cultural Fashion Show has become a real show stopper, with more 
elaborate catwalks each year. Beautiful colours, fabrics and traditions are 
on display, with our models available for closer conversations after their 
walk down the runway.

THE BEAUTY BOOTH 
The Beauty Booth is a hot spot for activities since you can get your hair, 
nails, make-up and henna decoration under one roof. Come as you are, 
leave with a bit of the exotic.

THE MENTAL HEALTH ART SHOW AND SALE 
The Mental Health Art Show and Sale will once again be exhibited at 
The Robby. Through a variety of mediums, Sir Winston Churchill art 
students have created visual interpretations of mental health challenges. 
All pieces at our last show were sold so don’t miss out.

STORYTELLING WITH MOANA 
Meet Moana when she pops by between 2pm and 3pm for a 
story time and maybe a song or two.



Pixar’s Animated Movie “Coco” and 
Day of the Dead Celebration
Friday, May 17 | 7:30pm (Activities)  -  9pm (Movie - Coco) 
The Robby, 85 Church Street, St. Catharines 

$15 per child or included in your 
May 17 Youth Day at Lakeside Park 
registration fee. Programming 
activities included in the fee.

Inspired by the movie Coco, 
children are invited to experience 
Dia de los Muertos - Day of the 
Dead - a Mexican tradition that 
honours the ancestors. Help us 
build a memorial by bringing 
or drawing a photo of someone 
you wish to remember, enjoy live 
Latin guitarists and dancing, face 
painting and sweet treats, then 
stay for the Coco movie on a 
large screen. Pajamas and comfy 
blankets are welcome. Brought to 
you in Partnership with Seedling for 
Change in Society and Environment.
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Youth Day
Friday May 17 • 9am-4pm | Lakeside Park, Port Dalhousie, St. Catharines

PD Fun Day is back! Calling all children ages 6-12, come and enjoy 
a variety of activities as we dance, yoga, craft and team build all day. 
Lunch is included. ONLY $25 for the WHOLE day AND admission into our 
Coco movie showing that night (details below). Registration is required, 
please email Zainab at zawad@folk-arts.ca or call 905-685-6589 ext 243.

Taste Oh Canada
Saturday, May 4 • Doors Open at 5pm | The Robby (Robertson Hall) 
85 Church Street, St. Catharines

$30 per person

This year we sample Canada’s East Coast with a shrimp boil dinner and 
Halifax Donair. Old Plank Road brings a great combination of traditional 
sounds and modern interpretations and to keep the evening going we’re 
throwing in some Highland Dancers as a nod to Cape Breton. Be sure to 
buy your tickets online at therobby.ca to guarantee your meal.

SATURDAY, MAY 4 • DOORS OPEN AT 5PM

http://therobby.ca


All Open Houses have FREE ENTRY, feature cultural entertainment 
and have pay as you go format for all food offerings.

For more information, visit folk-arts.ca/festival

OPEN HOUSE 
SCHEDULE

Islamic Society of St. Catharines 
Sunday, May 5 • 1pm-5pm | Masjid An-Noor 
117 Geneva Street, St. Catharines

Get a tour of our local mosque. Ask questions and learn about your local 
Muslim community. There will be food, henna, and Arabic calligraphy. 
Modest clothing is kindly requested.

905.681.8007 | themosque@gmail.com | isscniagara.org

Canadian Polish Society 
Tuesday, May 7 • 4pm-8pm | Canadian Polish Society Hall 
43 Facer Street, St. Catharines

Bring the family to enjoy a traditional Polish supper, featuring fresh 
pierogies, kielbasa, cabbage rolls, meat on a stick and sauerkraut. 
The sights and sounds of Poland will fill our “Under the Eagle” 
Banquet Hall as you savour home-style Polish cuisine, while Polish 
music (including polkas!) and Polish art highlight the artistic aspects 
of the evening. Everyone is welcome!

905.937.1413 | cps1928@gmail.com | canadianpolishsociety.comFor more in-depth details on all events or links to online 
ticket sales, please visit folk-arts.ca/festival

Syrian Reflections Series
Four years ago, Syrian Refugees began arriving in Canada. With support 
of the Syrian community, the Festival is presenting opportunities for attendees 
to discover what these New Canadians fought to get here and how they 
are thriving since their arrival.

WELLAND CENTENNIAL SECONDAY SCHOOL 
PRESENTS ESCAPE FROM SYRIA  
Friday, May 3 • 7pm | The Robby, 85 Church Street, St. Catharines

Welland Centennial’s one-act play Escape From Syria is a theatrical 
adaptation of the graphic novel “Escape From Syria” (Firefly Books, 2017) 
written by Canadian author Samya Kullab. Shining a light on the Syrian 
Refugee crisis 13-year-old Amina’s life is unexpectedly turned upside 
down after she -- and her family -- survive a harrowing explosion in their 
hometown of Aleppo. The audience follows Amina and her family through 
displacement, poverty, resettlement and the adjustment process.  A true 
story of resilience, hope, and identity. Donations will be gratefully accepted.

FILM PRESENTATION OF INSIDE MY HEART 
Tuesday, May 7 • 10:30am and 7pm  
The Robby, 85 Church Street, St. Catharines

A film directed by Debra Kellner, delivers a vital reminder about the families 
and individuals who have been swept up in a global crisis that has seen 
more than 68 million people driven from their homes.

SYRIANS IN NIAGARA OPEN HOUSE 
Friday, May 10 • 7:30pm-10pm | The Robby, 85 Church St., St. Catharines

The final piece of this exploration will be this Open House event. Occurring 
during the Muslim Holy Month of Ramadan, these newly arrived Canadians 
invite all peoples from all religions to experience the Iftar-the traditional 
break fast meal eaten after sunset, in a setting that encapsulates the 
feelings of sharing a meal with a friend who was once a stranger.

Underground Railroad Experience
Saturday, May 25 • 10am-2pm 
Throughout the Niagara Region

Visit sites throughout the Niagara Region, with 
highlights including the gardens of the church 
Harriet Tubman helped to build and attend, where 
Josiah Henson, the character in Uncle Tom’s 
cabin first felt freedom, where the concept of the 
NAACP first came about (beginning of the civil 
rights movement) and much more! $50/person, 
ticket sales end May 18, 2019. Visit therobby.ca 
to purchase tickets.

http://folk-arts.ca/festival
http://isscniagara.org
http://canadianpolishsociety.com
http://folk-arts.ca/festival
http://therobby.ca


Social Club Heidelberg 
Tuesday, May 14 • 4:30pm-9:30pm | Club Heidelberg 
569 Lake Street, St. Catharines

Kick up your heels to the sounds of Band Europa and performances 
by the Alpenrosl Schuhplattlers, Folk Dance Group, all while sampling 
delicious German Food.

905.935.4218 | clubheidelberg@cogeco.net | clubheidelberg.com

Canadian Slovak League Branch 31 
Saturday, May 11 • 2pm-7pm | Club Heidelberg 
569 Lake Street, St. Catharines

Enjoy homemade Slovak food, including cabbage rolls, meat on stick, 
and delicious desserts. Learn about our Slovak culture through the 
beautiful display by the Slovak Canadian Heritage Museum. Be entertained 
by live music and the “Vychodna Slovak Dancers’ throughout the day.

905.227.0381 | clsbr31@live.com | facebook.com/CSLBr31

Croatian National Centre 
Saturday, May 11 • 1pm-7pm | Croatian National Centre 
1416 Line 3 Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake

Join us as we showcase the tastes and sounds of Croatia. Enjoy homemade 
Croatian food, such as cabbage rolls, sausage, and delicious baked goods. 
We will also be offering our famous barbequed lamb, pork and cevapi 
that sell out quickly! Come early or call ahead to order. The tamburica 
group “Veseli Hrvati” will entertain us throughout the afternoon. 
Come and experience a bit of Croatia with us!

289.241.3135 | ruz.ojvan@gmail.com | niagaracroatia.com

Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Niagara 
Saturday, May 11 • 12pm-5pm | St. John’s Ukrainian Church 
91 Lakeshore Road, St. Catharines

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress of Niagara and St. John’s Ukrainian 
Church invite everyone to come and taste amazing Ukrainian food, 
perogies, cabbage rolls, fried sauerkraut, etc. Enjoy Ukrainian dancing, 
singing and music. Take this opportunity to look at Ukrainian cultural 
displays and purchase beautiful Ukrainian handmade crafts, such as 
shirts, jewellery, decorated eggs, artwork and so on. There will be 2 
shows in the afternoon at 1pm and 3pm. Please join us.

905.684.8643 or 905.937.3393 | stjohnukrainian@bellnet.ca

Syrians in Niagara 
Friday, May 10 • 7:30pm-10pm | The Robby 
85 Church Street, St. Catharines

In celebrating the holy month of Ramadan, we hope you accept 
our invitation and honour us with your presence joining us for the Iftar 
feast - the traditional meal eaten after sundown when daily fasting ends. 
Communal sharing is a Ramadan theme, so come and share an experience 
with us. A modest dress code is within the spirit of the month.

289.322.0081 | omar.alshami.ca@gmail.com

Club Sardegna Nel Niagara 
Wednesday, May 8 • 5pm-8pm | Club Capri 
36 Cleveland Street, Thorold

Sardinia is a beautiful Italian island located 
off the coast of Italy in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Please bring your family and friends to join 
us in celebrating our Sardinian heritage with 
live music and a menu which includes pasta, 
meatballs and sausage, authentic roast piglet 
(carved on site), roast potatoes, salad, rolls, 
tea, coffee, beverages and Sardinian desserts. 
Takeout is available.

905.227.2776 | clubsardegna@gmail.com

http://clubheidelberg.com
http://facebook.com/CSLBr31
http://niagaracroatia.com


Slovenian Lipa Park 
Monday, May 20 • 12:30pm-7:30pm | Lipa Park Slovenian National Home 
2850 Oille Street, Pelham

Come out to Lipa Park and enjoy our freshly baked strudel and sweets 
made by our Slovenian bakers. Also stroll down to the BBQ pit to try 
the roasted Pork and Lamb. We will also be serving schnitzel dinners, 
sausages and more. Watch the traditional Slovenian Dances from 
Toronto and The Gregoric Brothers playing traditional polka music. 
Also enjoy entertainment by the famous Golden Keys from 4-7:30. 
Please come and join the fun.

905.682.2922 | info@lipapark.com | lipapark.ca

Club Italia Order Sons of Italy Lodge #5 
Sunday, May 19 • 4pm-7pm | Club Italia 
2525 Montrose Road, Niagara Falls

Bring your family to enjoy the savoury and sweet flavours of Italy. 
Come and enjoy homemade traditional food from northern, central, 
and southern Italy. Live entertainment performances at 4:30pm, 
5:30pm, and 6:30pm.

905.374.7388 | admin@clubitalia.ca | clubitalia.ca

Armenian Community Centre 
Sunday, May 19 • 3pm-9pm | Armenian Community Centre 
156 Martindale Road, St. Catharines

We invite you to join us and celebrate the Armenian culture. 
Enjoy Armenian music and dancers, while tasting our traditional cuisine.

905.682.6178 | accstcatharines@gmail.com 
armeniancommunitycentre.org

Greek Community of Niagara 
Friday, May 17 • 4pm-9pm 
Saturday, May 18 • 12pm-9pm 
Greek Community Centre, 585 Niagara Street, St. Catharines

Experience Greek culture and hospitality. Enjoy traditional 
gyro, chicken souvlaki, moussaka, spanakopita and Greek salad. 
For the sweet tooth, galaktoboureko, kourabiedes, baklava, 
loukoumades and melomakarona. Enjoy traditional and 
modern Greek dances. Opa!

905.685.3028 | office@greekcommunityofniagara.com 
greekcommunityofniagara.com

Social Club Heidelberg 
Sunday, May 19 • 12pm-5pm | Club Heidelberg 
569 Lake Street, St. Catharines

Kick up your heels to the sounds of Twin City Alpine Echo and 
performances by the Alpenrosl Schuhplattlers, Childrens Dance Group, 
Folk Dance Group, all while sampling delicious German Food.

905.935.4218 | clubheidelberg@cogeco.net | clubheidelberg.com

FCAN - Filipino Canadian Association of Niagara 
Sunday, May 19 • 1pm-8pm | Holy Rosary Hall 
35 Queen Street South, Thorold

This open house showcases the cultural heritage of the Philippines. It shows 
different ethnic dance and songs of the different regions of the country.

905.329.4660 | manilaflavours@yahoo.com |  
facebook.com/filipinocanadianassociationofniagara

http://lipapark.ca
http://clubitalia.ca
http://armeniancommunitycentre.org
http://greekcommunityofniagara.com
http://clubheidelberg.com
http://facebook.com/filipinocanadianassociationofniagara


Canadian Polish Society 
Sunday, May 26 • 12pm-5pm | Canadian Polish Society Hall 
43 Facer Street, St. Catharines

Bring the family to enjoy a traditional Polish supper, featuring fresh 
pierogies, kielbasa, cabbage rolls, meat on a stick and sauerkraut. 
The sights and sounds of Poland will fill our “Under the Eagle” 
Banquet Hall as you savour home-style Polish cuisine, while Polish 
music (including polkas!) and Polish art highlight the artistic aspects 
of the evening. Everyone is welcome!

905.937.1413 | cps1928@gmail.com | canadianpolishsociety.com

Club LaSalle 
Friday, May 24 • 5pm-10pm | Port Ouverte (Club LaSalle) 
111 Arthur Street, St. Catharines

Bienvenue! Welcome to a festive evening of Francophone celebration 
where you can enjoy traditional French-Canadian cuisine in our beautiful 
facility by Lake Ontario. First show is at 7pm and the second show is 
at 8:45pm with our exceptional troupe leader, “Soeur Gisele” and her 
talented group who will entertain you with traditional, contemporary 
songs and dance interpretation until 10pm.

C’est avec plaisir que nous vous invitons à une soirée francophone festive 
où vous pourrez savourer une cuisine typiquement canadienne-française 
à notre salle sur le lac Ontario. L’excellente Soeur Gisèle sera présente 
avec son groupe et ils vous divertiront avec des chansons tradionnelles, 
contemporaines et des interprétations de danses jusqu’à 22h00. 
La première représentation sera à 19h00 et la seconde à 20h45.

905.708.3069 | clublasalle.ca

SOFIFRAN (Solidarité des femmes et familles 
immigrantes francophones du Niagara) 
Saturday, May 25 • 5pm-10pm | 
Paroisse Immaculée Conception 
99 Garnet Street, St. Catharines

Cordial invitation for a cultural journey. 
You will discover the culinary pleasures of 
Africa and Haiti with Justine Gogoua and 
Canafrique Théâtre group.

Invitation cordiale pour un voyage culturel. 
Vous découvrirez les plaisirs culinaires 
d’Afrique et d’Haïti sous le rythme envoûtant 
de Justine Gogoua et Canafrique Théâtre.

905.341.0564 | sofifran2007@gmail.com | sofifran.org

The Scottish Club of St. Catharines 
Friday, May 24 • 4:30pm-10pm | The Royal Canadian Polish Legion 
294 Vine Street, St. Catharines

We have been a member of the Folk Arts Festival since it’s conception 
in 1967. On the menu is traditional steak or meat pies, mashed potatoes, 
turnips and peas and not forgetting our world famous HAGGIS.

We have The Niagara Pipe Band with Pipe Major Peter MacKenzie, 
The Royal Academy of Country Dancers and Pat McMaster Academy 
of Highland Dancers for entertainment.

Don’t forget to stop at our very popular bake table! Hope to see you on the 24th!

905.934.5811 | e.hunter.66@live.ca

Niagara Hindu Samaj 
Wednesday, May 22 • 5pm-8pm | Shiv Mandir - Niagara Hindu Samaj 
5284 Second Avenue, Niagara Falls

Our open house will represent glimpses of India’s Cultural heritage. 
There will be delicious Indian vegetarian cuisine, fabulous dances, 
lilting rhythms of Indian music, guided tours of the temple, yoga 
demonstration , henna hand painting and much more. FREE Admission.

905.356.7575 | niagarahindusamaj@gmail.com | niagarahindusamaj.org

Club Roma Ladies Auxillary 
Monday, May 20 • 3pm-7pm | Club Roma 
125 Vansickle Road, St. Catharines

Come and join us as we celebrate Victoria Day. Enjoy our entertainment 
which will include the Club Roma Choir. Try our delicious homemade 
pastas, Italian foods and all of our homemade desserts on our sweet table.

905.682.7621 | admin@clubroma.ca | clubroma.ca

http://canadianpolishsociety.com
http://clublasalle.ca
http://sofifran.org
http://niagarahindusamaj.org
http://clubroma.ca


SPONSORS & PARTNERS

The Niagara Folk Arts Multicultural Centre 
 85 Church St., St. Catharines, ON L2R 3C7

Tel: 905.685.6589 |  Fax: 905.685.8376 

folk-arts.ca/festival
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